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triangular area between the Alabama and the Tom-
bigbee, as well as extensive tracts along the upper
Tombigbee and the Mobile, was quite fully occu-
pied. The heart of the Creek country was the re-
gion about the Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers, which
join in central Alabama to form the stream which
bears the State's name. But not even this dis-
trict was immune from encroachment.

The Creeks were not of a sort to submit to the
loss of their lands without a struggle. Though
Tecumseh, in 1811, had brought them to the point
of an uprising, his plans were not carried out, and it
remained for the news of hostilities between the
United States and Great Britain to rouse the war
spirit afresh. In a short time the entire Creek
country was aflame. Arms and ammunition the
Indians obtained from the Spaniards across the
Florida border, and Colonel Edward Nicholls,
now stationed at Pensacola as provisional British
Governor, gave them open encouragement. The
danger was understood not only among the people
of the Southwest but in Washington. Before plans
of defense could be carried into effect, however,
the war broke out, and the wretched people who
had crowded into the flimsy stockade called by
courtesy Fort Mims were massacred.